MEN OF BRISTOL CITY                   ir

in the said ships, upon their own proper costs and charges, to
seek out, discover, and find whatsoever isles, countries, regions,
or provinces of the heathens and infidels whatsoever they be
and in what part of the world soever they be, which before this
time have been known to all Christians:

' We have granted to them and also to every of them, the
heirs of them and every of them and their deputies, and have
given them licence to set up our banners and ensigns in
every village, town, castle, island or mainland by them newly
found And that the aforesaid John and his sons, or their
heirs and assigns, may subdue occupy and possess all such
towns, cities, castles, and isles by them found which they can
subdue, occupy and possess as our vassals and lieutenants,
getting unto us the rule, title and jurisdiction of the same
villages, towns, castles, and firm land so found.1

After some more of such legal rigmarole, in which it was
agreed that the King should receive a fifth part of all profits,
this remarkable document concludes as follows :                   *

* Willing and most straitly commanding all and singular our
subjects, on land as on sea, to give good assistance to the
aforesaid John and his sons and deputies, and that as well in
arming and furnishing their ships or vessels as in provision of
food and in buying of victuals for their money, and all other
things by them to be provided necessary for the said naviga-
tion, they do give them all their help and favour.   In witness
whereof we have caused to be made these our letters patent.

* Witness ourself at Westminster, the fifth day of March, in
the eleventh year of the reign (1496).'

With this wordy and wonderful document in his possession,
magnificently inscribed on parchment, and duly signed and
sealed by the Royal hand, Cabot had little difficulty in getting
the assistance of the Bristol merchants to build him good and
seaworthy vessels, and to equip them with all things necessary
for a long voyage, while there was no lack of volunteers in